
Research Problem
One of the foremost contributions of the recent literary scholarship on feminism has been One of the foremost contributions of the recent literary scholarship on feminism has been 
questioning the lack of female authoritarian representation from the very famous canon lit-
erature of the World War I. This canon has further been established and kept by 
well-known and substantial critical studies including that of Paul Fuel’s The Modern 
Memory of the Great War (Fuel, 1992). The implication is that most classic writers during the 
Great War were not only males, but served as soldiers as well, which was one of the rea-
sons why the contributions of women have been largely dismissed or ignored. 
In this research, I will analyze chosen works of female writers in the 20th century – Edith 
Wharton, Willa Cather, and Virginia Woolf, all of which were themed against the back-
ground of the First World War. The main questions I will look into are: Why have these 
women writers excluded from the canon of the World War I? What were the contributions 
of these writers in the modernism investigation? How did the war allow her to further artic-
ulate problems of her gender, as a female artist? How did this female writer react to the 
male texts about war? How do the chosen works shed light on her entire work? Is there a 
female response to war and violence?
Despite the fact that male-authored texts during the World War II were marked by bouts of 
despair, alienation, impotence and nihilism, I hypothesize that the women-authored texts 
are marked with a contribution and hint of women power. This is further evidence by the in-
corporation of a masculinist tradition, as well as the surfacing of some other common 
themes, including the impact of war on the community, culture preservation through art, as 
well as a critic on patriarchy. These themes are analyzed through a thorough exploration 
of the impact of socially created notions regarding masculinity and femininity. 
In order to test this hypothesis, I will create a comparison and contrast of chosen selected 
novels and stories, looking into each of the psychological and social implications of war in 
the aspect of gender relations. I will also include some autobiographical materials which 
contribute directly to the artist’s view of war. 

Tentative Title: “Gender Disruption at Home 
and Its Relationship with the Great War”



Background
Among the several contributions of modern feminist scholarship has been the writing of a Among the several contributions of modern feminist scholarship has been the writing of a 
wide range of female written texts which were writing during, and right after the First World 
War (Haley, 1922). For example, novelists and writers Katherine Mansfield, Gertrude Stein, 
Rebecca West, Radclyffe Hall and several other poets are just among the artists included 
in a comprehensive study entitled ‘No Man’s Land, (Gubar, 1988). Throughout the last 
decade, this issue has continued to be redressed by new analysis, which were also includ-
ed in different essays. However, in this research, I have not found any comprehensive 
studystudy on Wharton, Cather and Woolf in connection to each other. I am particularly interest-
ed in these three female writers because they are highly contemporaneous, practitioners 
of early modernism. As such, this thesis will offer an opportunity to closely examine the re-
sponses of three modern women writers to the different historical events in their time, 
which further led to the introduction of the term ‘New Woman’.
The years before the war were critical to our understanding of feminine literary and re-
sponses. For example, the legacy of the Victorian era on gender polarization, relegating 
women to the private sphere, while men are public, were coming to an abrupt end. During 
the latter part of the 19th century, women entering different fields in huge numbers com-
pared before, such as in the fields of education, factories, and letters as well as other pro-
fessions. Despite other very important social scenarios linked with modernism, it was the 
‘woman issue’ which actually permeated each aspect of the society. The fabric of life was 
shredding,shredding, serving as a symbol of undoing, and it was clearly represented in the works of 
these modern writers. In order words, the actual battle of the genders were waged at this 
part of the century. Since war in itself is a gender related activity which further introduces 
gender polarization, the resulting issues became the very subject of most feminine war lit-
erature. 
In this research, I am also interested in further looking into the responses of Wharton, 
Cather and Woolf to the so-called Great War, as well as the underlying issues involved in 
gender disruptions. I will further interpret and analyze these responses according to the 
content of modern critical opinion as well as biographical information, analyzing those 
major recurring themes, as well as where the themes overlap among the authors. I will fur-
ther devote a single section for every author for a discussion on chosen works already 
mentioned above. 
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